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A chance to live every boy S dream—%

DARREN DeRoia lives a
childhood fantasy — he
- owns his own fighter
n'|-|1r11- Top

a gene rutlun

"F!:.-'l £ 4 j!.*l. ;
any other alreraft type. ‘The

Mr DeR:
jet blurs th
wonld-be
reality.

In the cockplt it is often a
' Ie

pi!ut with

By MICHELLE POUNTNEY

DeRoia or elow pilot Allen
Page take passengers through
alr combat manoeuvres.

Mr DeRoia is a former com-
mercial pilot who b
bored with charter waol
turned to computer pro

'I'hL F300, 000 bt.rlh:.!:nuutr*r

able for joy flights rom

Essendnn Airport at 31200 for
25 minutes.

Mr DeRola has eo- nwnvd
the 1972 BAC Stni

It was used by the New
Zegland Alr Foree until 199%

bat in t!1F Middle East,
tleularly in Kuwait and

Wilh a top speed of B34lam/h,
wer a lot of Melbourne
rt: Night,
can climb ;ar IE‘.I'II.'Irn.q
pulling ='v.=11c|u='
ol gravity e
; it the p]ln
nok pmh ‘the plane that
during joy Hights,
he first time 1 pulled
5 s E it was like,
swow, this is really flying'," Mr
DeHola sald

During aerobatic ma-
the aircraft pulls fnur
meaning the body leels up
Lo four times heavier than on
the ground.

Durmg]m- flights, passengers
q i bhe pilot, and dressed

flight  =uit, slimbine
rucl fighter pilot hel
eel like 8 Top Gun about
b0 embark on a mission.

But it is not all fun and
games. Before climbing in to
the aircraft, passengers re-
ceive pre-flight and safety
hriefings.

Apout 100 people have ta-

Oh joy:
Darren
DeRoias
Strikemastar
is put
through its
paces and
{inzet)
sunsat from
the cockpit.
Pictures:
MARK
SMITH

far, and My
most ¢orm-
0N re T WA “wow",

Most ou tnmﬁrﬁ had been
celebratin birthda
and many w lderly p-anh*
who had coveted a ride in such
an aireraft for a long time.

The company has even had
3 passenger who once flew
with aviation legend Sir
Charles Iﬂ.mg I'nrd Smith in

espite 1:h|= uﬂmbativ ma
noeuvres and the g-f pro-
duced from turning through
the air at high speed. Mr
DeRoia said only one passen-
ger had been ill




